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PERFORMANCE NOTES

This composition uses software developed by the composer that plays 
multi-channel computer music as fixed media.  In order to facilitate  
synchronization with the performers, an elapsed time clock and metronome are 
provided in the software.  The fixed-media music can be started, stopped, paused, 
and resumed at any point for rehearsing.  In performance, the fixed-media music 
can be presented in 2-8 speakers, depending on the performance venue.

In performance, careful balance must be established between the acoustic 
instruments and the fixed-media music.  This might require subtle amplification of 
the acoustic instruments.  

Because the computer music is created from transformed and overlaid recordings of 
flute and clarinet multiphonics (originally performed by Lisa Cella, flute and E. 
Michael Richards, clarinet, as part of the composition Smooth Wood, Flash Metal), the 
pitches of the computer music are not always true to ET12 tuning.  When flute and 
clarinet notes are prominently sustained in conjunction with such pitches in the 
computer music, slight tuning inflections are encouraged in order to match the 
tuning in the computer music.  Such inflections are to be approached as being 
within the expressive interpretive freedom of the performers.

INSTRUMENTATION

  1 alto flute

  1 Bb clarinet

  percussion

     4 indefinitely pitched metal plates (medium to low, moderately deep sounding)
          played with soft rubber mallets, medium yarn mallets, and very soft yarn mallets.

    The tones of the plates should be deep and resonant and not clearly pitched.  
    If there are pitched qualities, it is best to have a hint of the following (which octave 
    for each pitch is not so important as long as they are relatively low, not clustered, 
    and not bright).

            Not necessarily in this specific ascending or descending order:

            Eb
                    > forming M7(11 semitones) or m9 (13 semitones) but not m2
            E

            G
                    > forming M7(11 semitones) or m9 (13 semitones) but not m2
            G#

     1 medium tam-tam
          played with three various mallets used for the metal plates with notehead 
          placement indicating rubber, medium yarn and soft yarn from high to low 
          on the staff.

    The percussion instruments and sounds from those instruments should be selected to 
     be sonically complementary with the instrumental and fixed-media music.  
     In general, the instruments should be dark and sonically dynamic and varied.

1 computer operator facilitating playback of multi-channel fixed media music

     The computer music runs on a stand-alone application   available for 
     Windows and Macintosh computers developed in Max/MSP 
   



Stage Setup



PROGRAM NOTE

Adagio (amore) was composed in 2009 for the Ecology project with the Spiza 
contemporary music collective and is dedicated to my wife, Susan.  The genesis of the 
composition is a recasting of a recording of two-minutes of flute and clarinet 
multiphonic counterpoint from my earlier composition entitled Smooth Wood, Flash 
Metal, performed by Lisa Cella and E.  Michael Richards.  This recording was folded, 
recombined, and layered upon itself after being time-stretched well beyond its original 
proportions.  Once this new multiphonic music was created, it was made the subject of 
spectral analyses to map salient pitch and contour profiles within the developed 
multiphonic excerpt.  This might be thought of as analogous to time-varying sequences 
of changing prismatic light intensities.  The analysis results provided a skeletal frame 
from which contrapuntal lines were composed for alto flute and clarinet.  There is also a 
sonic affinity between the computer music and the indefinitely pitched metal percussion 
music, which is formed from the analyzed spectral texture as well.   In performance, the 
acoustic instruments synchronize with the computer music so that the acoustic music is 
anchored to, and built upon, the multiphonic texture layer.  Because the computer music 
is created from transformed and overlaid recordings of flute and clarinet multiphonics, 
the pitches of the computer music are not always aligned to Western twelve-note 
equal-tempered tuning.  When instrumental notes are prominently sustained along with 
such pitches in the computer music, slight tuning inflections are encouraged from the 
performers to match the tuning in the computer music.  These inflections are to be 
approached as elements of expressive interpretive freedom by the performers, moving 
in and out of agreement with their sonic context.  

Despite the rather technical genesis for Adagio (amore), the music is primarily lyrical and 
expressive, cast in a shade of mystery, but essentially and consistently gracious and 
positive in tone—a love song.
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Adagio (amore)

© 2009 by composer.  All rights reserved.

SCORE IN C William Kleinsasser
(2009)for Susan

*  The same four metal plates are notated on three staves to clarify the stick/mallet used.

** The tam-tam is played with three various mallets used for the metal plates with notehead
    placement indicating rubber, medium yarn and soft yarn from high to low on the staff.
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